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Humane Education Book List  
Sorted by topic and grade level 

 
 
ANIMAL NEEDS 
Fiction K-5 
Cat, What is That? by Tony Johnston**  
I Am the Dog, I Am the Cat by Donald Hall** 
So, What’s it like to be a Cat by Karla Kuskin**  
Usborne Beginnings: Cats and Dogs by Anna Milbourne   
 
Non–fiction K-5 
101 Questions and Answers about Pets and People by Ann Squire** (3-6) 
Adopting a Dog by Jan Mahood, Herbert Axelrod, Sandra Stotksy** 
Animal Answers by Gerald and Julie Hawksley (Books on dogs, rabbits and small 
pets)** 
ASPCA Pet Care Guides for Kids (several books by various authors)** 
At the Animal Hospital by Carol Greene** 
I Love Guinea Pigs by Dick King-Smith** 
Kids Best Dog Book by Michael Rosen (2-6) 
My First Kitten  by Karla Olson 
Puppy Training and Critters, Too! By Judy Petersen-Fleming and Bill Fleming** 
Taking My Dog to the Vet by Susan Kuklin** 
Why Does the Cat Do That? by Susan Bonners**  
 
Non-fiction 6-8 
101 Questions and Answers about Pets and People by Ann Squire** (6 grade) 
Kids Best Dog Book by Michael Rosen (6 grade) 
 
DOG SAFETY 
Fiction K-5 
Scaredy Dog by Jane Resh Thomas**  
 
Non-fiction K-5 
How to Play with your Dog by Christine Popovich, Peter Vollmer, Andrea Myrtlebust 
(K-2) 
  
Non-fiction Adult 
Child-Proofing your Dog: a complete guide to preparing our dog for the children in 
your life by Brian Kilcommons and Sarah Wilson 
Living with Kids and Dogs without Losing your Mind by Colleen Pelar** 
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RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP/WHICH PET IS RIGHT FOR YOU? 
Fiction K-5 
A Home for Nathan by Claudia M. Roll 
Arthur’s New Puppy, by Marc Brown** 
Beautiful Joe by M. Sauders** 
Best Cat in the World by Claudia M. Roll** 
Can I Be Good? by Taylor Livingston**  
Fanny by Stephen Cosgrove** 
Freckles by Paul M. Howey 
He’s Your Dog by Pat Schories** 
Henry and Mudge Take the Big Test by C. Rylant** (K-3) 
I Really Want a Dog by Susan Brewlow & Sally Blakemore** 
I Want a Dog by Dayal Kaur Khalsa** 
I’m the Best by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat** 
 “Let’s Get a Pup” said Kate by Bob Graham** 
Lost by Paul Brett Johnson & Celeste Lewis** 
Madlenka’s Dog by Peter Sis** 
My Cat: a scrapbook of drawings, photos and facts by Marilyn Ballie and Brenda 
Clark 
Nell & Fluffy by Anne Liersch** 
Nobody’s Dog by Charlotte Graeber** 
Oh, the Pets You Can Get! by Tish Rabe (part of The Cat in the Hat’s learning 
library)** 
One Day at the Wood Green Animal Shelter by Patricia Casey** 
Pippo by Annette Langen** 
Pole Dog by Tress Seymour** 
Schnitzel Is Lost by Hans Wilhelm** 
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor** 
Usborne Beginnings: Cats and Dogs by Anna Milbourne*  
 
Non-fiction K-5 
A Cat is Watching: a Look at the Way Cats See Us by R. Caras** 
Adopting a Dog by Jan Mahood, Herbert Axelrod, Sandra Stotksy** 
Animal Answers, Small Pets: A child’s guide to caring for pets by Gerald and Julie 
Hawksley** 
ASPCA Pet Care Guides for Kids (several books by various authors)** 
My First Kitten  by Karla Olson 
One Day at the Wood Green Animal Shelter by Patricia Casey** 
Puppy Training and Critters, Too! By Judy Petersen-Fleming and Bill Fleming 
Taking My Dog to the Vet by Susan Kuklin** 
 
Non-fiction 6-8 
The Compassion of Animals by Kristin Von Kreisler** 
 
Non-fiction Adult 
Adopting a Dog from an Animal Shelter by Mario Migliorini** 
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Bones Would Rain from the Sky by Suzanne Clothier** 
Child-Proofing your Dog: a complete guide to preparing our dog for the children in 
your life by Brian Kilcommons and Sarah Wilson 
Good Owners, Great Dogs by Brian Kilcommons and Sarah Wilson** 
Living with Kids and Dogs without Losing your Mind by Colleen Pelar** 
 
ANIMAL WELFARE 
Fiction K-5 
A Home for Nathan by Claudia M. Roll* 
A Home for Spooky by Gloria Rand** 
A Time for Horatio  by Penelope Colville-Paine** (3-6) 
Beautiful Joe by M. Sauders** 
Dasher Gets Adopted by Julie Hatley** 
I’m the Best by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat** 
Nobody’s Dog by Charlotte Graeber** 
Pippo by Annette Langen* 
Rosie: A Visiting Dogs Story by Stephanie Calmenson** 
Scaredy Dog by Jane Resh Thomas** 
Schnitzel Is Lost by Hans Wilhelm** 
Sheepdog in the Snow by Ben Baglio** 
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor** 
The Stray Dog by Marc Simont** 
The Animal Rescue Club by John Himmelman** 
Tonio’s Cat by Mary Calhoun** 
 
Fiction 6-8 
A Dog’s Life: the autobiography of a stray by Ann M. Martin 
A Time for Horatio  by Penelope Colville-Paine** (6 grade) 
Backyard Rescue by Hope Ryden** 
Beautiful Joe by Marshall Saunders** 
Champ Hobarth by Judith Bernie Strommen** 
Don’t Tell Anyone by Peg Kehret** 
Fight for Life  (Wild at Heart Series) by Laurie Halse Anderson** 
Homeless (Wild at Heart Series) by Laurie Halse Anderson** 
Hound Heaven by Linda Oatman High** 
How Willy Got His Wheels by Deborah Turner and Diana Mohler** 
Nothing Wrong With a Three Legged Dog by Graham McNamee** 
Ratzo by Marty Crisp** 
Sable by Karen Hesse** 
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor** 
Spunky by Doris Brink 
Straydog by Kathie Koja** 
Strider  by Beverly Cleary** 
Smart Dog by Vivian Vande Velde (5-6 grade)** 
The Junkyard Dog by Erika Tamar** 
The Trouble with Tuck by Theadore Taylor** 
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Trickster (Wild at Heart Series) by Laurie Halse Anderson** 
Wringer  by Jerry Spinell** 
Fiction Adult  
Pit’s Letter by Susan Coe 
The Dog who Spoke with Gods by Diane Jessup  
 
Non-fiction K-8 
Animals Have Rights Too by M. Fox** 
Animals in Translation: Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal Behavior  
by Temple Grandin ** 
ASPCA Pet Care Guides for Kids (several books by various authors)** 
Circles of Compassion: A collection of humane words and works edited by Elaine 
Sichel 
For Kids Who Love Animals by L. Koebner** 
So, You Love Animals: an action-packed, fun-filled book to help kids help animals 
by Z. Weil 
The Animal Rights Handbook: Everyday Ways to Save Animals’ Lives by Laura 
Fraser** 
 
Non-fiction Adult 
Amazing Gracie: A Dog’s Tale: Dan Dye & Mark Beckoff 
Beauty in the Beasts: true stories of animals who choose to do good by Kristin Von 
Kreisler Between Pet and People: The Importance of Animal Companionship by 
Alan M. Beck & Aaron Katcher** 
Dogs and Their Women by Louise Taylor and Barbara Cohen** 
Dogs Never Lie About Love by Jeffrey Masson Moussaleff** 
Dominion: The Power of Man, the Suffering of Animals, and the Call to Mercy by 
Matthew Scully** 
Lost and Found by Elizabeth Hess 
One at a Time: A week in an American Animal Shelter by Diane Leigh & Marilee 
Geyer** 
Out of Harm’s Way by Terry Crisp 
Ranch of Dreams by Cleveland Amory** 
Ten True Animal Rescues by Jeanne Betancourt** 
The Blessings of the Animals by M. Vetterlein 
The Body Language and Emotion of Dogs by Dr. Myrna M. Milani** 
The Compassion of Animals by Kristin Von Kreisler** 
 
Teachers 
Above All, Be Kind: Raising a Humane Child in Challenging Times by Zoe Weil 
All for Animals: Tips and Inspiration for Living a More Compassionate Life by 
Karen Lee Stevens 
Canines in the Classroom: Raising Humane Children through Interactions with 
Animals by Michelle Rivera 
The Power and Promise of Humane Education by Zoe Weil 
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CAREERS IN ANIMAL CARE 
Non-fiction K-5 
Animal Doctor by B. Imershein** 
Career Ideas for Kids who Like Animals and Nature by D. Reeves and N..Heubeck 
** 
Careers for Animal Lovers & Other Zoological Types by Louise Miller** 
Careers for Animal Lovers by R. Shorto**  
Careers with Animals by Audrey Pavia** 
Careers with Animals: Exploring occupations involving dogs, horses, cats, birds, 
wildlife, and exotics by E. Shenk** 
Careers with Animals: the Humane Society of the United States by W. Sirch** 
Choosing a Career in Animal Care by J. Hurwitz** 
Cool Careers with Animals for Girls by C. Pasternak and  Linda Thornburg** 
Cool Careers without College for Animal Lovers by C. Hayhurst** 
I Like Animals: What Can I Be? By M. Dubois** 
If you were an Animal Doctor by E. Levine** 
If You Were an Animal Doctor by J. Duncan** 
Opportunities in Animal and Pet Care Careers by M. Lee**    
The World of the Veterinarian by J. McCoy** 
Working with Animals  by B. Lee** 
Working with Wildlife: a guide to careers in the animal world by T. Maynard**  
 
OVERPOPULATION 
Fiction K-5 
Cats at the Campground by Ben Baglio**  
Flawed Dogs by Berkely Breathed**  
Homeless by Laurie Halse Anderson**  
Scruffy by Parish, Peggy and Kelly Oechsli** 
Tabby in the Tub by Ben Baglio** 
 
Non-fiction  
The Pet Surplus by Susan M. Seidman 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  
Fiction Pre-K 
Doggies by Sandra Boynton** 
Emma and the Night Dogs by Susan Bivin Aller** 
Good Dog, Carl by Alexandra Day** 
 
Fiction K-5  
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo** 
Mr. Putter & Tabby Pour the Tea by Cynthia Rylant** 
Rugby and Rosie by Nan Parson Rossiter** 
The Cat who Went to Heaven by Elizabeth Jane Coatsworth** 
The Invisible Dog by Dick King-Smith** (3-6) 
Water Pup by Parnall** (4-6) 
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Fiction 6-8 
Hound Heaven by Linda Oatman High** 
Pony on the porch by L. Daniels** 
The Ghost of Cutler Creek by Cynthis DeFelice** 
The Invisible Dog by Dick King-Smith** (6 grade) 
War Dog by Martin Booth** 
Water Pup by Parnall** (4-6) 
 
Non-fiction K-5 
Animals Make You Feel Better by John G. Sutton 
 
Non-fiction Adult 
The Hidden Life of Dogs by Elizabeth Marshall Thomas** 
The Tribe of the Tiger by Elizabeth Marshall Thomas** 
When Elephants Weep by Jeffrey Masson Moussaleff** 
Working like a Dog: The Story of Working Dogs Through History by Gena Gorrell** 
 
 
**Denotes books available through the Columbus Metropolitan Library 
 
  
 
 


